
 

  

Play a game of Musical Statues.  Put on some music and all 

dance around together.  When the music stops everybody 

should freeze and stay still until the music starts again! 

 

You could talk about how it feels to wait for the music to start 

again and how Saul might have felt waiting. 

 

 

Today we will be exploring 

together the story of Saul not 

waiting. 

You can find it in your Bible in: 

Read the passage together – 

choose a Bible translation or 

children’s story version which best 

suits your group. 

 

Dear God, 

Thank you for the story of Saul 
which reminds us to be patient 
and trust in you. 

Help us to have faith in you 
during difficult times, to trust in 
your timing even when it means 
waiting.  Help us to listen to you 
and follow your instructions. 

We pray for the leaders of our 
countries and churches that 
they would be patient and trust 
in you, that you would help 
them to make the right 
decisions at the right times. 

Amen 

 

Here are some activities you could do together as a family, begin with 

the story and then do as many or as few as you like, in any order. 

A question for adults to ask children 
 

Can you find and read 1 Samuel 10 v 8? 
Why do you think that Saul didn’t wait for Samuel? 

 

Samuel had told Saul to wait at Gilgal for seven days.  Samuel 
had promised to meet him there and help to bring an offering 
to God before the battle.  We know that Saul hadn’t forgotten 
Samuel’s promise, he chose to wait seven days but by then the 

army was shaking with fear and beginning to leave. 
 

Saul looked at the huge army of the Philistines compared to his 
army.  When he saw that his soldiers were beginning to leave 

he panicked!  He decided to arrange the offerings to God 
himself and not wait for Samuel.  If Saul had really trusted God 

and followed his instructions he would have waited for 
Samuel.  Saul should have known that God did not need huge 
armies to defeat the Philistines.  In fact, when the time came 

Saul only had 600 soldiers left and he still got the victory! 
 

A question for children to ask adults 
 

What is the hardest thing you have ever had to wait for?  
What helped you to be patient? 



 

 

 
Try to learn this verse together, you could come up with some actions to help 
you remember it or decorate a copy and put it up somewhere you can see it 
during the week. 

 
Saul was told to wait for seven 

days at Gilgal.  While he waited, 
he let doubts and fear creep in.  
We sometimes have to wait for 
God’s answers to our prayers, 
that doesn’t mean he doesn’t 
hear us, but it does mean we 

may have to be patient. 
 

Why not commit to praying for 
something all this week with our 

seven-day prayer challenge. 
 
 

Choose a person or situation you 
would like to pray into.  Chat 

about them with God. 
 

Spend some time waiting on God 
and listening, what does God 

want to say about the person or 
situation you are praying about? 

 

Get creative, write, draw or sing 
your prayer to God. 

 

Connect with somebody else, 
perhaps another family, share 
what you are praying into and 
ask them to join you in prayer. 

 
 
 
 

All Bible verses are taken from the New Century Version (NCV) The Holy Bible, New Century Version®. Copyright © 2005 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. 

You will need: A timer / clock   

Find out who is best at waiting by playing ‘The Minute Game’. 

One person has a clock or phone timer, this person tells 

everybody when to begin. Everybody else must stand up, they 

must sit down when they think a minute has passed – they are 

not allowed to cheat by looking at a watch or clock.  Once 

everybody has sat down the person watching the timer should 

say who was closest. 

 

 
 
 

Keep trusting in God, spend 
some time today praising 
and thanking God that he 
always hears our prayers. 

 
 

Pray again for the person or 
situation, bring your prayer 
request to God trusting Him 

that anything is possible. 
 
 

If what you have prayed for 
has happened say thank you 
to God, if it hasn’t happened 
yet ask God to help you to be 
patient and to keep praying! 

 
 
 

Saul was given very clear 

instructions, but he didn’t 

follow them.  Why not think 

about obedience and 

following instructions with a 

game of ‘Simon says’! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-Century-Version-NCV-Bible/
http://nelsonbibles.com/


  



 

 

 
 


