
 

  

 

As we light the first Advent candle, we remember 

the hope we have in Jesus. 

 

We ask for God’s hope to fill our hearts in these 

dark and difficult times. 

 

We thank you God for your amazing rescue plan 

for us all, thank you that you came to the earth as 

a baby and that you will return again.   Amen. 

Today we will be exploring 

together, the promise of Jesus’ 

return! 

You can find it in your Bible in: 

Read the story together – choose a 

Bible translation or children’s story 

version which best suits your group. 

A question for adults to ask children 

How do you think we can make sure we are ready for Jesus’ 
return?  

If you have ever been in a room with your back to the door 
you will know what a surprise it can be to turn around and 
see them.  If you are looking for somebody to arrive or talking 
to somebody as they enter from another room you won’t be 
surprised by their arrival.   
 
We can work on our relationship with God every day and help 
others to do the same.  This passage is not talking about us 
being physically asleep – we all need to sleep(!) but it refers 
to being spiritually asleep.  If we develop daily patterns of 
prayer, bible study and relationship with God we will be wide 
awake and ready! 

A question to answer as a family 

Why do you think we are thinking about this passage at the 
beginning of Advent? 

When Jesus the Messiah first came to the earth it was in a 
small town in the middle of the night while everybody slept.  

Even though God’s people had been waiting and praying for a 
Saviour many did not recognise Him when He came.  God’s 
people were expecting a warrior and they were sent a tiny 

baby.  When Jesus comes again it will be very different, this 
time do you think we will be ready? 

 

 

Dear God, 
Thank you for your promise that 
Jesus will return and this passage 
that reminds us to be ready.  Help us 
to grow in relationship with you and 
to encourage others to know and 
love you too. 
 
We pray that this advent season as 
we prepare to celebrate your birth as 
a baby we would draw closer to you 
too. 
 
We pray for our friends and family 
members who don’t yet know you as 
their friend and saviour. Help us 
share the Good News of your love  
and sacrifice with them. 

Amen. 

Here are some activities you could do together as a family, begin with the story and then do as 

many or as few as you like, in any order. 



 

 

Grandmother’s Footsteps 

The grandma (or grandpa) 
stands at the far end of the 
room, with their back turned to 
the rest of the group. The rest 
of the group has to sneak up on 
grandma. At any point, the 
grandma can turn around. 
when they do, everyone has to 
freeze! Anyone seen moving by 
grandma is either 'out' or sent 
back to the beginning again. 

Use this game to think about being ready 
and looking out for Jesus’ return! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Try to learn this verse together, you could come up with some actions to 
help you remember it or decorate a copy and put it up somewhere you 
can see it during the week. 

All Bible verses are taken from the New Century Version (NCV) The Holy Bible, New Century Version®. Copyright © 2005 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. 

 

 

Jesus said that we should be ready for His return, but 
we also have a part to play in making sure that other 

people are ready too and know about God’s love.  
Why not take on these hope sharing challenges 

during the first week of Advent, you could do one 
each day or do them all at once. 

 
 

Choose a friend or family member who 
doesn’t yet know God as their friend and 

saviour.  Draw a picture of them. 
 

Draw a heart on your picture, pray 
that they would know God’s love! 

 

Draw a crown on the picture, pray that they  
would know that they are a child of God the King! 

 

Draw a gift on the picture, pray that they 
would know the amazing gifts God has for 

them. 
 

Add yourself into the picture, ask God to 
help you be a good example for them. 

 

Spend some time listening to God, ask God 
to share with you how much He loves the 

person in your picture. 
 

Send an encouraging message of love and 
hope to the person in your picture. 

 
 
 
 
 

‘Learn a lesson from the fig tree’ 

What lessons can we learn from the trees 
around us today?  Create some leaf 
rubbings together. Find some interesting 
shaped leaves, place them under a sheet of 
paper and then rub over the top with 
crayon or coloured pencil to make a 
picture. 
 
Perhaps you could add faces, arms and legs 
and turn your leaves into characters! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-Century-Version-NCV-Bible/
http://nelsonbibles.com/


 

 

 

  



 

 

 


